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The Crossmark 
Team have a 
history of 
collaborative 
working.
Key team 
members are 
available to 
provide 
technical 
advice to Our 
Domain art 
project 
participants.



The Weldale Street site 
offered an opportunity to 
increase the number of 
homes in Reading, 
improve the built 
environment to the west 
of the Town Centre and 
support the wider 
economic regeneration in 
the town.



The developer, Crossmark, wanted to turn the 
former Wickes site from an eyesore that 
represented the past into part of Reading’s 
future.

1. Old, decaying buildings on our site 
drag down the quality of the built 
environment.

2. Drab and depressing with rotting 
corrugated iron materials.

3. The view from the IDR looks outdated 
and tired in comparison with new 
surrounding developments.

4. Dark and blind spots make the site 
susceptible to anti-social behaviour.

The site is in a prominent location and is a key 
gateway into the centre of Reading. As it 
stood, the site had a single tenant and was in 
a poor state of repair with known anti-social 
behaviour problems. 

Lots of development in the area around 
Weldale Street had already taken place. For 
example, the recently completed Chatham 
Street development to the south and 
Stratheden Place, a residential development, 
to the west.



Birds eye view from Weldale Street highlighting the site massing and the landmark 
building ’Chatham Place.’



View from the IDR 
roundabout.



Aerial view from 
the north of the 
site to 
the proposed 
development.



Proposals for high quality living and urban space

The site is allocated within the Reading Central Area Action Plan for a mixed-use residential led 
development.

Crossmark’s proposals sought to turn the site from an eyesore into something that would help to 
improve this part of the town by the introduction of:

• 429 residential apartments comprising of 1, 2 and 3 bed units. These were to be arranged across four 
residential blocks ranging in height from 5-12 storeys built around amenity space for the units. 

• Approximately 200 square metres of commercial space which could be used as retail space or room 
for café/ restaurant;

• An improved pedestrian link north-south through the site.

• In total approximately 60% of the site to be landscaped, with a combination of mature trees, shrubs 
and footpaths, 124 parking spaces, secure cycle parking, and refuse storage.



A planning application was submitted for two apartment blocks. These would be built either side of a 
new public pedestrian route which connects Weldale Street to the north and Chatham Street to the 
south. The height of all blocks was to be lower than Chatham Place (which is 19 storeys at its maximum) 
and as follows:

• Block A1 is 5 storeys closest to Stratheden Place and increasing in height to a maximum of 10 storeys.

• Block A2 ranges in height from 8 to 11 storeys

• Block B1 step-ups from Weldale Street from 5 to 8 storeys.

• Block B2 ranges from 9-12 storeys.

The change in levels across the site, allows for the majority of the parking to be screened from view.

Proposals for high quality living and urban space



Proposed south facing elevation along Chatham Street

Layering diagram for proposed north facing elevation



The proposals outlined the ways in which 
high standard materials would provide the 
variety needed to create a visually stunning 
development. 
The development would respect the built 
environment of the neighbouring 
development where there is a significant use 
of red brick. 
It would use different combinations and 
varieties of red, buff and grey brick to 
achieve a high quality design, and avoid using 
wooden cladding.

Materials



The new 
parkland 
landscape    
acts as an 
inviting 
entrance to 
the new 
development



Tree lined central avenue, 
a green route for people to 
meet and interact.



The gateway to the development.



A warm 
and 
inviting 
Mews 
street.



Key environmental 
features
1. New parkland 

landscape at the main 
entrance of 
the development –
Chatham Street Green.

2. Planting and lawn 
breaks-up the paving 
on the new access 
route which connects 
Weldale Street 
and Chatham Street –
Central Avenue.

3. The entrance, 
welcoming residents 
and visitors. This is an 
area where people can 
sit, relax and socialise.

4. A combination of 
planting, landscaping 
and mature trees will 
act as a buffer to 
Caversham Road.

5. Residential courtyards 
will provide a space 
which can be enjoyed 
all year round.

The development provided an opportunity to improve the public space in this part of the town. 

Different character areas in the development help to distinguish between public and private areas.



The landscaping plan identified opportunities 
to make the development as welcoming as 
possible for all. Proposals included:
• Mature trees
• Perennial shrubs
• Landscaping
• Street furniture, such as cycle racks and 

bins.

Creating green, luscious surroundings



Promoting sustainable 
travel in Reading

Travel by train
Reading Railway Station is located approximately 700 
metres away and provides services to London, Bristol, 
Manchester, Southampton, Birmingham and beyond.

Travel by bus
Bus stops for a number of services (no.s 15, 16 and 17) 
are a few minutes’ walk away on Oxford Road and 
provide frequent services to the railway station, and 
other key destinations in Reading and beyond.

Travel by bike
The site is close to the R60 cycle route. Cycle stands 
will be available for both residents and the public.

Travel by foot
Many of Reading’s facilities are accessible by foot from 
Weldale Street and proposals improve accessibility through 
the site. A pedestrian link running north to south will run 
through the site, accessible to all through the use of ramps.

Residents parking
We have included 124 spaces and two designated vehicle 
entrances on Weldale Street. This approach has been 
deemed acceptable by Reading Borough Council. In order 
to prevent on-street parking, residents will not be eligible 
for parking permits.

The Foundry Quarter creates an 
environment where walking, cycling and 
public transport are regarded as the 
most convenient and sustainable ways 
to get around Reading.



• New homes: Weldale Street has been designated for residential development in the Council’s plans. Reading has a target of over 
520 new homes per year with 40% of these being in the Town Centre. Crossmark’s plans will contribute 429 new homes towards 
this target.

• Urban regeneration: The site was in a poor state of repair, with known anti-social behaviour problems. The scheme will improve 
the appearance of Weldale Street, but still respect the history of the surrounding community. Award-winning architects were 
appointed to deliver an imaginative design for this gateway site.

• Economic opportunity: The new homes will result in more residents who will spend their money in Reading’s shops and on local 
services. Plans also contain some commercial space which include opportunities for retail and café use.

• Better environment: Anti-social behaviour is a problem, especially from drug-taking and littering. Plans will improve the 
environment by providing high-quality, landscaped areas.

• Financial boost: During construction, there is direct employment through building the new homes and indirect employment from 
the supply chain. Crossmark will also seek to support local employment, skills and training opportunities.

How will plans benefit Reading?



• New
homes

• Weldale Street has been designated for residential development in the 
Council’s plans. Reading has a target of over 520 new homes per year with 
40% of these being in the Town Centre. Our plans will contribute 429 new 
homes towards this target.

•

• Urban
regeneration

• The site is in a poor state of repair, with known anti-social behaviour 
problems. Our plans will improve the appearance of Weldale Street, but still 
respect the history of the surrounding community. We have used award-
winning architects to deliver an imaginative design for this gateway site.

•

• Economic
opportunity

• The new homes will result in more residents who will spend their money in 
Reading’s shops and on local services. Our plans also contain some 
commercial space which include opportunities for retail and café use.

•

• Better
environment

• Anti-social behaviour is a problem, especially from drug-taking and littering. 
Our plans will improve the environment by providing high-quality, 
landscaped areas.

•

• Financial
boost

• During construction, there will be direct employment through building the 
new homes and indirect employment from the supply chain. We will also 
work closely with the Council and Community Interest Company to support 
local employment, skills and training opportunities.























Double height reception with 24-hour 
Concierge Team



Secure 
underground 
car parking 
and bike 
storage



Fully equipped 
onsite gym
Media & 
Games Room 
with state of 
the art screen
Large bookable 
Kitchen & 
Dining area 
Lounge & 
Workspace 
with superfast 
WiFi & large 
TVs



Landscaped 
garden 
terrace with 
seating areas 
& cook 
station



Combined heat 
& power system 
with individual 
controls
Mechanical vent 
& heat recovery
Solar panels
LED lighting
EV Charging
Water softners
NFP Door entry 
system
Fully sprinklered
Fire evacuation 
system



The working name for the development through planning was The 
Foundry Quarter. 

This was inspired by studies of local history and the city centre 
architecture. In Saxon times, Reading was considered a hub for lots of 
local home-grown industries – like cloth, wool, leather, brewing, bricks 
and tile making. The name Foundry Quarter was meant as a 
celebration of Reading’s home-grown past, current industries and city 
centre location.
Post-planning, the development was branded as ‘Domain’. 

This name was focussed on the many amenities that the development 
offered, which would become part of each resident’s ‘Domain’.





Domain (noun) 
“An area of interest”

A purpose built residential development with 
253 managed apartments for rent. 

A mix of one, two and three bedroom 
apartments for a wide range of tenants, 
including families.

The building will be managed by LIV, who will 
market the apartments and ensure 
everything runs smoothly for the tenants.



The colour palette
For wall colours and furnishings within the 
apartments and amenity spaces. 

Contemporary wall colours that are warm and 
inviting

Accent wall colours for amenity spaces-
Sandstone, peach, plum, green 

Clean finishes using natural colours, creating a 
connection between the external areas of the 
development





The site for the 
three dimensional 
public art piece





The 3D artwork will sit at the 
head of the pedestrian route 
across the site. This will be built 
in 2022, with levels changing to 
create a slope through to 
Weldale Street.


